
Legal and Constitutional Legislation Committee  

 

The committee met on Monday, 26 May 2014 from 9.03 am to 11 pm. 

 

The committee called: 

 agencies of the Attorney-General’s portfolio, including the Australian Crime 

Commission (ACC) and the Australian Federal Police (AFP); 

 the department and agencies of the Immigration and Border Protection portfolio, 

including the Migration Review Tribunal and Refugee Review Tribunal, and the 

Australian Customs and Border Protection Service (ACBPS); and 

 agencies involved in Operation Sovereign Borders (OSB), including the Department 

of Immigration and Border Protection, ACBPS and the Joint Agency Taskforce. 

 

Among other issues, the following issues were discussed: 

 Staff redundancies in the ACC and proceeds of crime matters 

 The potential security consequences of reductions in AFP presence at Hobart Airport 

 Reduction in the AFP’s budget and its effect on staffing 

 The impact of the new Parliament House security guidelines 

 Metadata/phone tapping of members of parliament by the AFP in relation to whistle-

blowers 

 The AFP raids on Seven West Media – associated legal costs and the amount of the 

Federal Government payout, and issues of confidentiality around this information 

 Allegations of torture and mistreatment of asylum seekers returned to Sri Lanka 

 Referrals by the Australian Electoral Commission to the AFP concerning potential 

breaches of the electoral law 

 The recruitment of indigenous cadets and trainees 

 AFP operations in the Solomon Islands and training of the Solomon Islands police 

force 

 The amalgamation of tribunals and its effect on operations, funding and efficiency 

 The data breach on the immigration website involving asylum seeker applicant 

details, and the implications for their cases 

 The implications of changes to fast track tribunal decisions 

 The cost of funding of the Strategic Border Command 

 The capabilities, composition, timeline and operations of the proposed Australian 

Border Force (ABF) – whether it has any international precedents; how biosecurity 

officers will operate within it; its interaction with the immigration detention network, 

and the process for the procurement of new vessels for it 



 The consolidation of onshore detention centre contracts, including the timeframe for 

consolidation, potential savings, and forecasts of the number of people to be held 

within the detention network 

 Complaints and allegations made against ACBPS officers and procedures for dealing 

with such matters 

 The gifting of Bay Class and other customs vessels to Sri Lanka and Malaysia by the 

ACBPS 

 The importation of vehicles containing asbestos and investigations of potential 

breaches of asbestos importation law 

 The installation and operation of e-gates at Australian airports, and associated 

logistical considerations 

 Memoranda of Understanding signed with Malaysia and Timor Leste concerning 

customs collaboration 

 Details of the Trusted Trader scheme 

 The funding of project TRICORD and Operation POLO 

 The capital budgets of Manus Island and Nauru detention centres 

 The number of people employed by OSB, and its administration, costs and operations, 

including its relationship with the Maritime Powers Regulation 2014 and what 

constitutes a ‘safe platform’ in regards to on-water maters 

 The number of deaths at sea from failed attempts to arrive in Australia by boat, and 

reasons for their reduction 

 Seasonal trends in the numbers of asylum seekers arriving by boat 

 The number of arrivals to Australia since the implementation of OSB and the dates of 

the two arrivals to Christmas Island 

 Public information campaigns that have accompanied the operations of OSB 

 Numbers of people in the onshore and offshore detention networks, and the ratio of 

men, women and minors (accompanied and unaccompanied) 

 Issues relating to the travel documents of people attempting to travel to Australia by 

boat who transit through countries such as Malaysia 

 Breaches of Indonesian waters by Australian vessels. 

 


